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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Notice of Opposition

Notice is hereby given that the following party opposes registration of the indicated application.

Opposer Information

Name Societe des Caves et des Producteurs Reunis de Roquefort

Granted to Date
of previous ex-
tension

09/30/2015

Address 2, avenue Francois Galtier
Roquefort Sur Soulzon, 12250
FRANCE

Attorney informa-
tion

Dennis S. Prahl
Ladas & Parry LLP
1040 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10018-3738
UNITED STATES
dprahl@ladas.com, nahmadi@ladas.com

Applicant Information

Application No 86503214 Publication date 06/02/2015

Opposition Filing
Date

09/30/2015 Opposition Peri-
od Ends

09/30/2015

Applicant Turner Foods, LLC
113 A Aileen Rd.
Flint Hill, VA 22627
UNITED STATES

Goods/Services Affected by Opposition

Class 029. First Use: 2011/07/10 First Use In Commerce: 2011/07/10
Opposed goods and services in the class: Cheese spreads

Grounds for Opposition

Priority and likelihood of confusion Trademark Act section 2(d)

Marks Cited by Opposer as Basis for Opposition

U.S. Registration
No.

25285 Application Date 07/28/1894

Registration Date 10/02/1894 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark SOCIETE

http://estta.uspto.gov


Design Mark

Description of
Mark

NONE

Goods/Services Class 029. First use: First Use: 1842/07/01 First Use In Commerce: 1842/07/01
ROQUEFORT CHEESE

U.S. Registration
No.

3378803 Application Date 03/10/2006

Registration Date 02/05/2008 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark SOCIÃ#TÃ#

Design Mark

Description of
Mark

The mark consists of a green oval with the word SOCIETE in the middle of the
green oval. The word SOCIETE is in white letters. The green oval is encased in
a larger white oval. The white oval is alsoencased in a larger green oval.

Goods/Services Class 029. First use: First Use: 0 First Use In Commerce: 0
Cheeses

Attachments 70025285#TMSN.png( bytes )
79024385#TMSN.png( bytes )
Notice of Opposition.pdf(403081 bytes )

Certificate of Service

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of this paper has been served upon all parties, at their address
record by First Class Mail on this date.

Signature /dp/

Name Dennis S. Prahl

Date 09/30/2015
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 
------------------------------------------------------ ---------x 
       : 
SOCIETE DES CAVES ET DES    : 
PRODUCTEURS REUNIS DE ROQUEFORT, : 
       : 
   Opposer,   :  Opposition No. __________ 
       :   
  v.     :  Serial No. 86/503,214 
       : 
TURNER FOODS, LLC,    : 
       : 
   Applicant.   : 
       : 
------------------------------------------------------ ---------x 
 

NOTICE OF OPPOSITION 
 

In the matter of Application Serial No. 86/503,214, filed on January 14, 2015 by Turner 

Foods, LLC, a Virgnia limited liability company, with an address at 113 A Aileen Road, Flint Hill, 

Virginia 22627 (“Applicant”), in International Classes 29 and 30 seeking registration on the 

Principal Register of the trademark THE PRESERVATION SOCIETY in connection with various 

goods, including: 

  “cheese spreads…” in International Class 29 

(“THE PRESERVATION SOCIETY”), which application was published for opposition on June 

2, 2015, with extensions of time to file a Notice of Opposition granted up to and including 

September 30, 2015; 

Societe des Caves et des Producteurs Reunis de Roquefort, a French simplified stock 

company, with an address at 2 Avenue Francois Galtier, 12250 Roquefort Sur Soulzon, France 

(“Opposer”), believes that it is or will be damaged by the registration of Application No. 
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86/503,214 for the mark THE PRESERVATION SOCIETY and hereby opposes registration of 

the mark on the following grounds: 

I 

Section 2(d) Likelihood of Confusion 

1. Opposer is the owner of the SOCIETE mark and the common law rights thereto, as 

well as incontestable SOCIETE Registration No. 25285 for “roquefort cheese” in International 

Class 29 and SOCIETE & Logo Device Registration No. 3,378,803 for “cheeses” in International 

Class 29, hereinafter individually and collectively referred to as the “SOCIETE Marks”. 

2. Opposer adopted and has continuously used its SOCIETE Marks in connection with 

cheeses and other related goods since at least as early as July 1, 1842, which is more than 100 

years prior to the filing date and alleged first use date of Applicant’s THE PRESERVATION 

SOCIETY application. 

3. Opposer has extensively advertised, promoted, marketed and otherwise publicized 

its products bearing the SOCIETE Marks, such that consumers have come to know and recognize 

its SOCIETE Marks as identifying goods which originate with, are authorized by, or otherwise 

identify, Opposer. 

4. Applicant’s use of the highly similar mark THE PRESERVATION SOCIETY in 

connection with, inter alia, “cheese spreads” in International Class 29 constitutes use of a mark 

confusingly similar to Opposer’s SOCIETE Marks and is likely to be perceived by purchasers 

and/or consumers as either a variation or another of Opposer’s SOCIETE Marks. 

5. Under the doctrine of foreign equivalents, Applicant’s use of THE 

PRESERVATION SOCIETY further constitutes use of a mark confusingly similar to Opposer’s 
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SOCIETE Marks where Applicant’s THE PRESERVATION SOCIETY mark wholly subsumes 

the literal English translation of Opposer’s SOCIETE Marks, namely SOCIETY. 

6. Applicant has disclaimed any exclusive rights in the word PRESERVATION, apart 

from the applied-for mark, such that the disclaimed matter will not be regarded by consumers as 

the dominant word in the applied-for mark.  

7. Applicant’s THE PRESERVATION SOCIETY mark is likely to be confused with 

Opposer’s SOCIETE Marks insofar as the average purchaser is likely to be confused and deceived 

into believing that Applicant’s products originate with Opposer, or are in some way associated 

with, connected, sponsored or authorized by, Opposer. 

8. Insofar as some of the recited goods are arguably not identical, consumers are likely 

to believe that Opposer has “bridged the gap” or expanded to additional related and/or 

complimentary products within Opposer’s Natural Zone of Expansion, creating a likelihood of 

confusion with Applicant’s applied-for THE PRESERVATION SOCIETY mark. 

WHEREFORE, Opposer requests that this opposition be sustained and that Application 

No. 86/503,214 be refused registration for “cheese spreads” in International Class 29. 

 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       LADAS & PARRY LLP 
       Attorneys for Opposer 

Dated: September 30, 2015    By:  
        Dennis S. Prahl 
        1040 Avenue of the Americas 
        New York, New York 10018 
        (212) 708-1817 
        (Our Ref.: C15671148) 
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION 
 
I, Navid Ahmadi, hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing NOTICE OF OPPOSITION has 
been transmitted electronically to the United States Patent and Trademark Office on the date 
indicated: 
 
 
 
Dated: September 30, 2015     __________________________ 
         Navid Ahmadi 
 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
I, Navid Ahmadi, hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing NOTICE OF OPPOSITION was 
served via First Class Mail, postage prepaid, on the date indicated below, to the following Owner 
of Mark and Attorney of Record for Applicant: 
 
 
   Turner Foods, LLC 
   113 A Aileen Road 
   Flint Hill, Virginia 22627 
 
 
   Matthew H. Swyers, Esq. 
   The Trademark Company 
   344 Maple Ave. W PMB 151 
   Vienna, Virgina 22180-5612 
      
 
 
 
Dated: September 30, 2015     __________________________ 
         Navid Ahmadi 


